EBTJV Steering Committee   - Conference call
May 23rd, 2007

2:00 - 3:30 pm
Attendees:

Steve Perry, Lila Borge Wills, Shelaine Curd Hetrick, Maureen Gallagher, Gary Berti, Doug Bessler, Carl Hess, Doug Beard, Jerry Kosa, Lisa Barno, Jeff Durniak, Jim Habera, Karen Knotts, Rick Bennett, Tom Busiahn

1. FY08 RFP Process for EBTJV Grant Funding (Maureen) 
There are no changes in the RFP from last year

Maureen rearranged the restorability index. A photo release form will be included so we can use photos on the website.  Question:  Should we put the applications on the website?  YES, though with a disclaimer.
A checklist should be put in the application to make it easier for the applicant.

QUESTION: Who can gather proposals and answer questions since Maureen is leaving? CMI (Lila) offered to accept and disseminate the proposals with help from others in answering questions that she cannot answer.


2.      FY07 EBTJV Grant Funding Update (Maureen) 

$430,000 from EBT projects of which 30% is project related overhead. Total amount available $308,000.

Funded projects are asked to reduce their request or find additional funds to supplement the project. This will allow the funding to fund all 10 top projects.


3.     Conservation Strategy Progress Report (Doug) 

Draft #7 has been distributed to Steering Committee members, Workgroup Chairs and the CS/Habitat Workgroup members for review and additional text to be added under specified sections.  A due date of June 15th has been set for getting these comments and additions back to Doug.  Shelaine is meeting with the Data Workgroup to discuss incorporating the appropriate components of the NFHAP Science and Data Report into the EBTJV CS.  Overall, Doug feels everything is on track for getting a final working draft of the CS completed by mid-August.
4.     Multi-state Conservation Grant proposal (Gary) 

Gary will distribute the draft MSGC proposal to the Steering Committee for review and comment, with the comments due to Gary no later than May 30, as the deadline for submitting the MSCG is June 7th or 8th.  Gary will touch base with Lila to determine whether CMI is willing to serve as the administrator for the grant if it’s awarded to the EBTJV.  It was also recommended that Jeff Durniak (GA), Mike Shingleton (WV), and Steve Perry (NH) serve as co-principal investigators for this grant in conjunction with CMI.
 5.     Draft Fish Habitat Partnership Application (Steve) 

The EBTJV’s draft Fish Habitat Partnership Application has been distributed to the Steering Committee for review and comment.  Several individuals have provided comments on the draft so far.  Gary Berti made an excellent point about expanding the narrative on the partnerships, because these are occurring at several different scales and he agreed to assist with working on this portion of the narrative.   
6.     National Fish Habitat Board Meeting (Steve) 

Steve and Maureen will be making a joint presentation about the EBTJV to the NFH Board at their June (6-7) meeting, which is being held in Washington, DC.  The meeting is open to all who want to attend and so if you are planning to do so you will need to send an rsvp to rsvp@fishhabitat.org 

Steve will also distribute the NFHAP Interim strategies and targets to the Steering Committee members for review and comments.  Any comments need to be sent to Steve by June 1 so that he can bring those to the attention of the NFH Board during the meeting discussions.
7.     Other Business (All) 

A discussion occurred about setting up a process for accepting corporate donations made to the EBTJV partnership, as we’ve been contacted by Cabela’s, Dick’s Sporting, LL Bean and the New England Patriots regarding their interest in making donations.  Gary Berti and Rick Bennett will work together regarding establishing an EBTJV “Friends Group” that can serve as the long-term solution to this issue, while in the interim, Gary will talk to TU and Tom Busiahn will talk to NFWF about their respective capabilities to set something up on a short-term basis.
