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A Fish Habitat Partnership
Steering Committee Teleconference Minutes
February 24, 2009
10:00 – 11:30 AM
Attendees: Steve Moore,  Karen Knotts, Bob Carline, Tom Sadler, Jim Habera, Mark Hudy, Steve Perry, Dianne Timmins, Bill Hyatt, Elizabeth Maclin, Jeff Durniak, Lila Borge Wills, Andrea Ostroff, Jim Daley, Mike Shingleton, Doug Stang, Callie McMunigal
1. Steering Committee Chair: Election Results (Tom Sadler)

Steve Perry won the nomination by a landslide (18 for; 1 abstain). Therefore, Steve will be representing the EBTJV as Chair of the Steering Committee for another 2 years (or forever if it is up to the S.C.)….

2. Recent Accomplishments of Data Subcommittee (Andrea Ostroff)

Pennsylvania State University recently started working on the mapping application and creating new pages and content for the data and maps portion of the venture. Previously SAIN was doing it though with staff changes and lack of time, Penn State was asked to do it.  You can see the new pages from the Data & Maps link from the easternbrooktrout.org website. Andrea asks that the steering committee page through the links and the new mapping application, and provide any comments to her regarding utility and/or data availability. 
Dianne Timmins received a call from Jim Augustyn, who was the original contact for the Ohio Zoo Exhibit, that they received what they needed and have planned to go forward.  I know Mark had sent some stuff and been in contact with Jim.  I also sent them a high resolution map of the current status and I know Mark made them a GIS/pdf of the historic range. 

3. NBII Portal Community (Andrea Ostroff)
The new NBII portal community is running smoothly and Andrea has filled in a lot of the data (reports, updated calendar, etc) and arranged for training for S.C. and W.G./Subcommittee chairs. There is a new document “collaboration usage guidance” that can help people to use the site. Andrea suggested that instead of sending any documents through the listserve, they all get posted on the portal. This will avoid extra traffic on the listserve though will also teach the participants to use the portal community. 

4. Banking EBTJV Donations with CMI (Lila Wills)

The VT Foundation was scrutinizing our plan for the EBTJV funding scheme. After initial approval, it was deemed to be sent through the chain of the University including the lawyers which is why this has taken so long.  They were putting restrictions on the fund as well so we have decided to go ahead and do it, though call it the FHP account. We already do this type of accounting for the Reservoir Fisheries HP and it works well with no problems on the Foundations end. Lila will put a link on the new website telling people who to contact if they want to donate. As we discussed before, the Foundation will take out 7% for themselves and CMI will take 3% to help cover administrative costs.

5. EBTJV Research Priorities (Callie McMunigal)


The regional offices in the Fish and Wildlife Service have been asked to identify their 5 highest priority research needs for the USGS Science Support Program for FY10.  Callie asked for input on research needs for the EBTJV that she could forward to the regional office for consideration.  Deadline for submission is 3/3/09. 

6. Next EBTJV Meeting (Lila Wills & Steve Perry)
The venture needs to schedule another all partners meeting in the Fall. NCTC will be considered if they have availability. Lila will follow up with other options (Cacapon State Park). Dates and place will be discussed on the listserve.
7. Operational Issues for Subcommittees and Regional Work Groups
a. Communications/Outreach (Dianne Timmins) – Dianne and Tom Sadler have been setting up social networking sites to get more coverage to the public about the EBTJV. They have set up a Blog, Facebook site, and Twitter account. Ask Tom Sadler how to access.
b. Data (Andrea Ostroff) – see previous notes.
c. Science & Research (Doug Beard)
d. Grants & Development (Tom Sadler) Tom stepped down as chair of the Grants and Developments committee.
e. Northern (Jim Daley)
f. Mid-Atlantic (Alan Heft)
g. Southern (Steve Moore)
8. Other Business
The Steering Committee has charged each of the Regional Working Groups Chairs to set up meetings (or even web-ex) for the purpose of developing an action plan that describes how the regional habitat objectives will be met by 2012, as well as developing estimates of the costs for achieving the regional habitat objectives at both the state and regional levels.  The NFWF grant has funding available to cover meeting and travel costs.  These three regional work group meeting are anticipated to take place within the next several months.
