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A Fish Habitat Partnership
Steering Committee Teleconference Meeting Minutes
July 28, 2009
Attendees: Steve Perry, Tom Sadler, Mark Hudy, Andrea Ostroff, 
Dianne Timmins, Lila Borge Wills
1. EBTJV Meeting at Cacapon (Lila)
The all partners meeting at Cacapon is set up to be November 10-12. It will be similar to what we did at the last Cacapon meeting though different agenda of course. Gary Whelan from the NFHAP Science and Data Committee would like to come and discuss implementing a detailed habitat assessment on targeted waters and he would also discuss progress on the national assessment. 

Fred Harris (NC) would like to attend and talk about is the new Native Fishes Conservation Areas that the Fisheries Conservation Foundation, FFF and TU are initiating and the Wildlife Friendly Housing Developments that NCWRC, NC Wildlife Federation and the NC Soc. of Landscape Architects have developed..

Invitations have been sent out via Steve Perry to several listserves. We have gotten in 1 travel grant application from NH. We need to send out follow-up emails to everyone in a few weeks to remind them of deadlines.
2. NFH Board’s Partnership Committee (Steve Perry)
Tom Sadler and Steve Perry are members of the NFH Board’s Partnership Committee and both participated in a recent teleconference to discuss several issues related to Fish Habitat Partnerships (FHP).  The first dealt with the need for a more formal process for recognized and candidate FHPs to collaborate in their efforts to resolve any conflicts re: goals and objectives that may occur when there is geographic overlap.  The consensus among the Partnership Committee was that candidate FHPs should provide recognized FHPs with a copy of their strategic plans prior to making application to the NFH Board for formal recognition.  This would provide the FHPs with the opportunity to identify any conflicts that need resolution.  A second issue was the need to identify the core operational functions that recognized FHPs would be responsible for and then determine if any of the operational functions would be better served through regional coordination of multiple FHPs.  The Partnership Committee is tasked with drafting a list of the core operational functions.
3. 2010 FWS-NFHAP Project Funding (Callie - not on call):
A discussion occurred around when the RFP for 2010 FWS-NFHAP projects would be formally released and whether the submission deadline would remain October 1, 2009.  Lila and Callie had previously discussed having the applications submitted electronically via the EBTJV website.
4. Tracking In-kind Contributions
Bob Carline and Andrea Ostroff have developed a way for EBTJV partners to record their in-kind contributions when working on committee and/or workgroup tasks using the EBTJV Community housed within the NBII portal.  Steve sent out an email recently that included step-by-step instructions on how to access the excel document and record your time.  There has been minimal response and use of this tracking tool to date.  In-kind contributions are a good source for non-federal match and we were able to get $102,420 of in-kind funding pledged for our current MSCG proposal which is fantastic. In addition, Bob has asked our partner states to provide estimates of how much has been spent annually on brook trout projects between 2006 and 2008. Eleven states have responded to Bob’s request but we would like to get this information from five other states (NY, MA, WV, SC, and GA).
5. Other Business
The Multistate Conservation Grant proposal went in asking for $396k in funding and an alternate budget of $276k. We will know the results in mid to late September if we get it.

