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A Fish Habitat Partnership
Steering Committee Teleconference Meeting Minutes
March 24, 2009
Attendees: Karen Knotts, Bob Carline, Tom Sadler, Mark Hudy, Dianne Timmins, Lila Borge Wills, Jim Daley, Callie McMunigal, Doug Besler, Mary Gallagher, Andrea Ostroff, Steve Perry

1. EBTJV Meeting Updates
a. All Partners Meeting in the Fall (Lila)

The meeting dates are set for November 10-12, 2009 at Cacapon State Park in Berkley, WV http://www.cacaponresort.com/. The meeting time is tentatively set up for Nov 10: half day; Nov 11: full day; Nov 12: half day and wrap-up.

This should provide time for working groups and subcommittees to meet and report out to the group as appropriate. 

b. Northern Work Group (Jim Daley)

Meeting is set up for April 6 – half day meeting in Concord.

c. Mid-Atlantic Work Group (Alan Heft)

Tentative August meeting
d. Southern Work Group (Steve Moore)

The group plans to meet while at the Southern Division Trout meeting at the end of April in Warm Springs, VA.
2. Redesign of Website (Lila)
The redesign is basically done. Waiting for comments and will go “live” the week of April 6. Everyone should check it out.

3. Determining EBTJV Success (Steve Perry)
Steve Perry drafted a document “Determining EBTJV Success” for review by the Steering Committee. We should be far enough along as a JV to have a synopsis like this on the website. This would be a good focus for the November meeting.
4. Other Business
· Update on NFWF grant (Lila): due to the delay in getting funds (1 yr late) we got a no-cost extension until July 31, 2010 which should allow us to get the work done.

· The Multistate Conservation Grant RFP is out and a letter of intent is due May 6. Bob and Lila will work on this. One of the NCN topics is “Formation and Operations of Fish Habitat Partnerships to Facilitate National Fish Habitat Action Plan Implementation”. When we put in the last multistate proposal and they didn’t fund the full amount, they encouraged us to send in another proposal this year to cover what didn’t get funded.
· Doug Besler announced the formally endorsed program for the Wildlife Certification Program with developers and landscape architects in NC. Hopefully this will move into other states as well as look at a program including the EBT.

· Tom Sadler and Dianne Timmins have put together a couple of social networking sites through Facebook and Twitter – more info to come from Tom.

· Mark Hudy gave a 4 yr update on the Smith Creek project – very successful.

