


[image: ]
EBTJV Steering Committee Teleconference Summary
September 18, 2018


Participants: Nat Gillespie, Dianne Timmins, Merry Gallagher, Fred Henson, Jason Detar, Lee Simard, Lisa Barno, Callie McMunigal, Shawn Rummel, John Magee, Jake Rash, and Steve Perry.

The meeting was called to order by Chair Nat Gillespie at 1:00 p.m. on September 18th.  The first order of business was for the Chair to establish a quorum, which was not achieved as only seven Steering Committee members participated in the conference call.

The following notes summarize the business conducted during the teleconference on September 18, 2018:

· The Steering Committee voted to approve the June 26, 2018 conference call summary.

· The Steering Committee was provided an update on the EBTJV’s FY18 FWS-NFHAP funding, totaling $307,641, which was allocated in support of the EBTJV’s Coordination and Operations Project and 6 on-the-ground Brook Trout conservation projects.

· The EBTJV initiated its Project recruitment process for FY19 FWS-NFHAP funding considerations, with a September 28, 2018 submission deadline.

· A survey was sent to EBTJV Steering Committee members requesting their ranking of a series of meeting locations and dates.  The Rhode Island National Wildlife Refuge in Charlestown RI was selected as the meeting location while January 8-9, 2019 was established as the meeting dates.

· The Steering Committee approved using a professional designer for our partnership’s Roadmap to Brook Trout Conservation document.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]The EBTJV, in partnership with ACFHP and SARP received a 2018 Multi-state Conservation Grant Program funding to continue our Whitewater to Bluewater collaboration.  The objective of this grant is to collectively identify priority focal locations for addressing habitat fragmentation.

· The EBTJV received the results of the NFH Board’s 2018 performance evaluation of FHPs, which covered the time period of October 1, 2013 – September 30, 2016 for measures 1- 4 and January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2017 for measures 5-11.  The EBTJV received a total performance score of 34.1, which represents 85% of the available points.  The lowest score received was for measure 11, which entails listing conservation priorities (i.e., geographic focus areas, habitat types, key stressors or impairments) and describing the progress that has been made toward addressing these priorities during the years 2015-2017.  The conservation priorities identified in the response to measure 11 were the EBTJV habitat goals established at the subwatershed scale.  Our partnership has experienced difficulty in tracking its progress towards achieving these subwatershed-based habitat goals and that difficulty is reflected in our score.

· The EBTJV nominated the East Burke Dam Removal Project, on the East Branch Passumpsic River in Vermont, for NFHP’s 2018 Waters to Watch campaign, which was selected for inclusion in this list of waters.  This represents the 13th Brook Trout conservation project highlighted by the NFHP’s Waters to Watch Program since its inception in 2007.

The EBTJV Steering Committee teleconference adjourned at ~3:00 p.m.
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